
  

 

Meet 
Bruce 

Leavitt 
 

One of the most distinctive voices on KSQM comes from a volunteer 

who, until recently, was probably more comfortable in front of the high 

seas than in front of a microphone.  Bruce Leavitt has taken to his latest 

endeavor as he has everything else in life: with gusto.  Early risers know 

that Bruce is our morning announcer seven days a week, and that he 

possesses the kind of voice youôll recognize immediately if youôre 

anywhere near him out in public.  Imagine the sound of a gravel road 

under soft slippers and you might get the idea. 

Bruce has covered a lot of ground since his origin on Peaks Island, 

Maine, where he was born in November of 1925.  Even in his youth, 

when he and his family were ñsnow birds,ò he split his school years 

between Maine and Florida.  ñI was never in the same school two years 

in a row.ò  While he didnôt particularly like Florida back then, he fell in 

love with fishing during the many trips he took with his grandfather off 

the Florida coast throughout that time.  That love (and talent) for fishing 

was to come into play many years later. 

Fast forward to December of 1941.  Immediately after the attack on 

Pearl Harbor Bruce was in line at the recruiterôs office, ready and willing 

to serve his country.  And as the math implied on this page would 

indicate, he intended to do so any way he could.  Admits Bruce, ñI lied 

about my age.ò  He was honorably discharged from the US Navy after 

serving five years as a Signalman in Europe and Asia, and then promptly 

married ñLee, the love of my life.ò  Together they raised two sons and a 

daughter in Stockton, California, where Bruce         (continued on page five) 
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The Mission of Radio Station 

KSQM 91.5 FM is to broadcast 

quality radio programming that 

Informs, Educates, Entertains, 

Involves and Inspires the 

people living in the Sequim-

Dungeness Valley é 

and beyond. 

Sequim Community Broadcasting 
owns and operates KSQM, and is 
a non-profit, 501(c)(3) charitable 
corporation, governed by a  
Board of Directors: 

Dennis R. Perry, President 

Jeff Bankston, Vice President 

Lynda Perry, Secretary 
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Musical Matinee 
Since its inception roughly six months ago, 

ñMusical Matineeò has continued to bring 

enjoyment and pleasure to lovers of 

ñlegitimateò musical theatre.  Airing on 

Sundays at three oôclock, ñMusical Matineeò 

gives the back-story to famous musicals, 

along with a synopsis of the stage action é 

and of course, the music! 

The program was originated 

by Joyce Johnson, whose love 

of stage and music was obvious 

in her craftsmanship of the 

program.  Now, two other voices 

will be heard on the program.  

Kent Welborn and Pepper Fisher will share 

the narration and scripting duties.  Both 

bring an appreciation for musical theatre to 

their efforts. 

In the coming months, ñMusical Matineeò 

will delve into many sub-genres of musical 

theatre, and will also (occasionally) present 

motion picture musicals.  ñWho knows?  We 

may even do some comparing of the stage 

musical to its film counterpart,ò quipped 

Welborn.  Upcoming titles include ñHow to 

Succeed in Business Without Really Trying,ò 

along with Albert Finneyôs musical version of 

ñScrooge.ò  The goal is to stay rooted in the 

classic musicals, while still venturing into a 

few unique areas, just like adding spice to a 

stew to ñkick upò the flavor of things.  But we 

digressé 

Regardless, you can be sure that ñMusical 

Matineeò will continue to bring you 

excitement, laughter, and some of the best 

music ever written.  Be sure to tune in on 

Sunday at three, to KSQM 91.5FM.  Popcorn 

is optional. 

First Year 
Itôs hard to believe that KSQM has been on 

the air for a year.  The studio was still under 
construction on December 7, 2008, however 
everything was working, so three of us went on-
the-air that day, Bob Massey, Steve K., and 
myself.  What a thrill for all of us that day.  
Within the next few weeks great people 
volunteered to help and many are still here (I 
wonôt mention names for fear of leaving 
someone out).  KSQM is very lucky to have 
such a dedicated volunteer staff; without them 
we could not have progressed this far.  I thank 
each and every one for all they do. 

You, our listeners, are what 
keep us all going.  Your 
suggestions, praise, and 
financial support have made 
us a success.  Because of your 
support, we were able to pay 
the yearôs operating costs the 
FIRST year.  The industry 
standard is three years.  
Without YOU there would be 
no KSQM. 

We will continue to 
provide programming that entertains, informs, 
and involves.  Our plans for the coming year are 
to provide better signal coverage, offer more 
informational programs, and increase our music 

library.  The music wonôt change, we 
just want to provide more of it.  
Our goal is to increase our ability 
to give you the latest information 
on weather, roads, bridges, and 
anything that could impact our 
area. 

KSQM is what I believe 
community radio should be; 
caring volunteers and great 
supportive listeners. 

Thank You, 

Rick Perry 
President, Board of Directors 
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Our 
DJs 

 
Bruce Leavitt 

Diane Reaves 

Donna Olson 

Doris Cosman 

Dorothy Zapata 

Ellora Clark-

Churchill 

Graham Reaves 

Jeff Bankston 

Kent Welborn 

Mark Schildknecht 

Pepper Fisher 

Rick Perry 

Robert Massey 

Robert Spinks 

Sherry Goldsberry 

Steve Pillow 

SueBee Fisher 

Susan Lorenzen 

Volunteer Update 
KSQM is evolving, and what an exciting evolution it is!  The volunteers of 

your community radio station continue learning new tasks.  Programs are growing 

and maturing at an outstanding rate. 

In October, we held our First On-Air Fund Drive .  It was a remarkable 
success.  Attributed to the drive itself we took in 253 individual donations.  
Approximately 160 brand new supporters joined our Team.  Almost $18,000 was 
raised due to our 9 day event.  The outpouring of support from the community 
continues to expand as KSQM 91.5FM becomes a reliable companion for our 
Sequim listeners.  We hope to continue to find new friends who want to be part of 

the Team. 

Halloween was a treat and we shook trees to find music appropriate to our 
unique programming.  Credit our Chief of Police, Bob Spinks, for coming up with 

such old favorites as ñThe Purple People Eaterò and ñThe Transylvania Twist.ò 

Then, on November 7th, a feather was added to our KSQM cap as one of our 
favorite DJs took over the mike as emcee for A USOôs Support to Veterans.  
What a wonderful opportunity to support the Sequim Schoolôs Choir Program and 
honor our local veterans.  The house was packed and we think Pepper Fisher did 
an amazing job researching and announcing the musical numbers.  Stephanie 
ñBoom Boomò Clark and the ñClallam County Howler Monkeysò werenôt too bad 
either.  Our congratulations go to all the Choir Ensembles and the Olympic 

Express and Tracy Bloom for a wonderful presentation of music. 

Toe Tapping Fun 
December 7th, 2009 marks KSQMôs First Year Anniversary and we have a 

special pledge drive coming up to celebrate the event.  What could be more fun 
than having it literally rain Cats and Dogs at KSQM?  Friday Dec 4th thru Sunday 
Dec 6th it will be Pet Loverôs Weekend at KSQM.  We will have speakers here to 
give animal care advice, music that will make you howl with joy, a fun election 
that will have you sending in your votes, and visits from Representatives of the 
Humane Society, WAG, and Peninsula Friends of Animals.  Visitors who come to 
the station to make donations in person may be greeted by a special pooch or 

purring kitty just needing a loving home. 

Then on Monday, December 7th, after all the critters have gone home, itôs our 
First Year Anniversary  and Pearl Harbor Day.  We will have stirring melodies 
to warm the hearts of our Veteran listeners and a KSQM Open House.  So tune 

in, and then plan to come by!  

We at the Station want to wish all of our listeners a Holiday Season 

filled with many musical memories and lots of toe tapping fun... 
 

Tama Bankston 
Volunteer Coordinator 
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A Cheerful, 
 Upbeat 

Greeting 
 

On Monday mornings at KSQM Studios the 

upbeat person who greets you cheerfully is Jacque.  

Jacque has been manning the Reception Desk since 

February, but has worn many other hats.  From 

serving pancakes, hot dogs, and pulled pork to 

writing thank you notes or working on a 

spreadsheet, Jacque is always willing & wonderfully 

efficient. 

Born in Kentucky and raised in Southern 

California, Jacque received her Bachelor's degree in 

management at the mature age of 40!  She then 

worked as a supervisor for a large medical facility, 

dealing with the intricacies of Medicare.  Her staff 

varied from 3-42 until her retirement after 23 years. 

Jacque married Chuck in 1966.  They have no 

children, but do have ñhis ónô herôsò rescue dogs.  

Rocky is a three year old min-pin.  Henry, the 

ñchallengeò is a mini dachshund.  Jacque lets them 

take her for walks, usually six mornings a week! 

For 15 years they traveled all over the Southwest 

and parts of Canada for much needed relaxation in 

four different motorhomes!  Now theyôve discovered 

pet friendly motels, and they prefer traveling lighter. 

In 1992, Jacque and a galfriend went on a six 

week backpacking trip to Europe.  The two ladies 

toured Holland, Germany, Austria, Italy and 

Switzerland.  Our brave and adventuresome Jacque 

said, it was ña ballò! 

Retiring in 1998, Chuck and Jacque moved from 

their home in Oregon to Sequim for its ñcharm and 

weather.ò  Now they share time between Vancouver, 

Washington and Sequim.  Jacque is one of our 

favorite people around here... and one of many who 

make our ñvolunteer workò cheerful and upbeat. 

Our Growing  

Heritage 
Circle of Friends 
People keep asking us, ñWhat is the 

Heritage Circle of Friends?ò  Well, itôs an 

honorary list of our first year founding 

supporters, a compilation of all those who 

have donated to the station since we started 

broadcasting on December 7th, 2008.  This 

special list will close to new members on 

December 31st, 2009. 

The Honor Roll of the ñHeritage Circle 

of Friendsò will be a commemorative list we 

will proudly display in honor of all of our 

first supporters.  If you know someone who 

still needs to ñmake the honor rollò give 

them a gentle nudge for us, and for them, so 

they donôt miss out on helping make Sequim 

History by supporting Sequimôs First Radio 

Station. 

If you have already given us permission 

to put your name on our web site as a donor, 

we will post your name on this Honor Roll.  

Some donors have chosen to not have their 

names on our Web site, but may indeed want 

their names commemorated locally here at 

the station.  Please let us know if this is the 

case with you!  Check our Web Site list.  If 

you are not on it and have donated, you 

will need to give us permission to put 

your name on the Honor Roll.  

Business and ñIn Memoryò names 

will be included on the list if 

you wish.  Please call Tama 

at the station  if you 

have questions.  
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(Bruce - continued from page one) 

spent 30 years with the California 

Department of Transportation as a 

Transportation Engineer. 

That ended in a dark time, when 

Bruce lost his wife Lee to cancer just 

as he was about to enter the Police 

Academy.  ñMy life just dumped,ò he 

says.  Looking for a fresh start, and 

remembering his love and talent for 

fishing, he bought a boat and began a 

new life fishing commercially for 

salmon and crab off the California 

coast.  He skippered for 12 years and 

then changed careers again, this time 

instructing others to drive buses of 

all kinds.  ñIf it carried passengers, I 

trained óem.ò 

Wake Up With Bruce 

Then came retirement, if you can 

call it that.  Not one to sit around, 

Bruce has been an Auxiliary Deputy 

Sheriff, a Police Department and 

California Highway Patrol volunteer, 

and now, having relocated to 

Sequim, a volunteer announcer, 

newsroom trainer and news editor 

with KSQM.  In addition, Bruceôs 

extensive knowledge and personal 

collection of music has been a great 

help with our constantly expanding 

play list.  So, set your alarm to 7:00 

AM and ñWake Up With Bruceò as 

he plays the Star Bangled Banner for 

us every morning.  Says Bruce, ñI 

like Sequim.  Iôve found my place, 

and I enjoy volunteering at KSQM 

and teaching others the operations.ò  

We hope to have Bruceôs distinctive 

voice and calm teaching style with us 

for a good long while. 

KSQM On the Air 
One of the happy results of our first big Fund Drive in 

October came out of necessity.  General Manager Rick 
Perry added a second microphone in the On-Air Studio to 
allow for guest interviews and live testimonials.  The 
announcing staff took advantage of the situation to drop in 
on one another to help out with donation requests, and 
suddenly live broadcasting at KSQM seemed like a whole 
new world.  Keeping in mind that most of the announcing 
staff here are new to live broadcasting, the second 
microphone has allowed them to exercise some new skills. 

Another Dimension  
Announcers tend to hone their craft through repetition 

and establishing a routine.  Getting them to try new things, 
such as bringing someone else into the studio, isnôt always 
easy.  ñIt rattled my cage at first,ò says morning 
personality Bruce Leavitt.  But Rick Perry has noticed a lot 
more flexibility and spontaneity in his staff lately.  Mid-day 
announcer and Doo-Wop Drive-In  host Dorothy Zapata 
noted:  ñNow when someone walks into the studio, it 
doesnôt throw me off.ò  And even Bob Massey, who spent 
most of his 30 year broadcasting career working alone, 
finds that ñit seems to have loosened things up.  Itôs nice to 
have someone drop in occasionally.ò  During the 
fundraiser, those drop-ins even included spouses, with 
Graham and Diane Reaves, Sherry and Bob Goldsberry, 
and my wife Sue and I all pairing up.  We hope to continue 
hearing more of these pairings as it adds another dimension 
to our programming. 

Weôve received several letters and calls from listeners 
concerned about mid-day announcer Ellora Clark-
Churchillôs absence.  A new job requires that she cut back 
on her time at the station, but you can still hear her on 
Sundays noon to four.  Former weekender Sherry 
Goldsberry has stepped in to fill the void on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Donna Olson and Kent Welborn have moved 
to cover our Tuesday and Wednesday nights.  Also, Kent 
has been heard moonlighting for Sundayôs Musical 
Matinee.  Weôd like to welcome some new DJs in training:  
Susan Lorenzen, Steve Pillow  

and Mark Schildknecht.  
 

Pepper Fisher 
Program Director 
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Liste
ner 

lett
ersé

    
    

    
   

just
 got

ta l
ove 

óem!

 

These are 
excerpts from 
some of the 
letters and notes 
we have received 
during our first 
year of operation.  
We continue to 
be charmed and 
delighted by the 
content and 
quantity of        e
-mails and  
notes we receive.  
Your notes are   
the total of our 
salaries and  
some days we   
feel down right 
over-paid.  
Thank you! 

ñSpecial thanks for your initiative, courage, desires, hungeré

and whatever else motivated you to establish this great radio 

station.  Your format is most welcome, filling our home with 

pleasant music that soothes our occasionally savage breast.  Yours 

is a refreshing change from those who fill the air with wordséand 

more wordséwith nothing accomplished except the stirring of 

negative emotions.ò Sequim 

ñMy husband and I are enjoying KSQM now that we have 

discovered ité  We have a lot of 40ôs music on vinyl but have 

problems playing most of them, so hearing your presentations is 

relaxing and brings back many memorieséò  Sequim 

ñWhat a joy it is to be able to turn on the radio and listen to 

ñmyò musicé  We often dance to your selections...  Your station is 

the best thing thatôs happened in Sequim since I arrived 18 years 

agoéò  Sequim 

ñéNow not a day goes by that I donôt spend several hours or 

more with KSQM and your fine volunteer hosts.  What a refugeé

Kudos especially to Bob Massey, Dorothy Zapata and Ellora Clark-

Churchillé I will just have to volunteer my pennies and keep 

enjoying the wonderful music of my youth.  You are truly a breath of 

fresh air for the Northwest, and via the internet around the world!ò   

Victoria BC 

ñThank you for a job well done-your music puts a smile in the 

heart & a light step in the feet of this Octogenarian-Keep up the 

good work!ò  Sequim 

ñI have so enjoyed your station and the music you play.  Music I 

grew up with and sang and danced to in high school and college.  

Now I tune in KSQM and..sing along again.  Thank youéò  Sequim 

ñYouôre doing great!...Music for the soul!ò  Sequim 

ñI am a 23 year old listening to your station from Burlington, 

Washington.  I was beginning to think I would never find a radio 

station that played music of Glenn Miller and the Crooners.  Itôs 

wonderful to hear those Golden Age of radio sounds again.  Now I 

look forward to turning the radio on!  Thank you for your good 

taste.  PS Wouldnôt it be nice to hear some old radio shows on a 

Sunday night? *just a hint J.ò  Dear Burlington,  We think so too-

Weôll work on it! 



7 

 

Special Programming for  
DECEMBER  

 

Daily 
 Ferry and Road Reports 

 

Hwy 101 Report every morning at 7:30 AM  
 

Travelerôs Reports, including Ferry and Hood Canal Bridge delays, reported as they happen 
 

 School Reports at 8:00 AM, 3:00 PM and 9:00 PM 
 

 KSQM Weather Observations 15 minutes past the hour 
 

 Community Billboard every hour 
 

 National Weather Service Forecast for Sequim 45 minutes past the hour 
 

Weekly 
Every Morning from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM: 
ñWake Up with Bruceò with Bruce Leavitt 

 
Every Morning from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon: 

ñBob Massey in the Morningò 
 

Monday through Friday weekday afternoons from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM: 
ñPepper and SueBeeò with Pepper and SueBee Fisher 

 
Thursday and Friday evening from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM: 

ñThe Five-O Showò with Chief Robert Spinks 
 

Friday evening at 6:40 PM (rebroadcast on Tuesday at 11:40 AM): 
ñThe KSQM  Garden Showò produced at KSQM and featuring our very own local WSU 
Clallam County Extension Master Gardeners, sponsored by Co-op Farm and Garden 

 
Saturday morning at 9:00 AM (rebroadcast on Tuesday at 6:00 PM): 

ñPat Nealôs WildLife,ò sponsored by Jimôs Pharmacy 
 

Saturday evening from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM: 
ñDoo-Wop Drive-In,ò hosted by Dorothy Zapata 

 
Sunday afternoon at 3:00 PM: 

ñKSQMôs Musical Matinee,ò sponsored by Olympic Medical Center  
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Non-Profit Org. 
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PAID 
Olympic Mailing 

Services 

KSQM is 
staffed by 
volunteers 
from all 
walks of life, 
coming together 
with the 
common goal 
of improving 
quality of  
life for our 
listeners. 

One Year 

Anniversary! 
December 7, 2009 


